God’s Plan for the Ages - Part II

God’s Plan Implemented

Hebrews 2:9-18
Introduction:

Part I – God’s Plan Instituted – 2:5-7


 God’s Plan Interrupted – 2:8
I. He Became the Rescuer through Death – 2:9-10

A. He Became a Man (with the ability to die) – 2:9a  
“made ﻿﻿a little lower than the angels”
B. He Was Crowned (with the right to die) – 2:9b  
“that He, by the grace of God, might taste death ﻿﻿for everyone”
C. He Became the Captain (as the first to die) – 2:10a  
“it was fitting” -- Ἔπρεπεν “It was necessary”
There are 3 words for necessary in this Chapter: 

2:1 - “We must” - a logical necessity.
2:17 - “He had to be made” - a moral necessity.
2:10  - “It was fitting” - a practical necessity.
The Son had to be perfected by suffering before He could 
“taste death for everyone”   

“to make the captain of their salvation”
Captain = file leader or pioneer, the one who goes ahead of the group and makes the way.
D. He Was Completed – 2:10b
﻿﻿
“made perfect through sufferings” - Perfect = completed.
Not in His person, but in His office.
Note: He did all of this in order to: “bring many sons to glory” 2:10
The writer is still emphasizing the future aspect of salvation as he did in 1:14 and 2:3.

Salvation is more than just getting people saved.

The human/divine Redeemer and His whole life – His experiences, death, resurrection and ascension are God’s true means of grace for the fulfillment of His original and standing purpose that man shall have universal dominion.
God has many children who will enjoy eternal life. That is a free gift! Now He is looking for sons who will rule with His Son. That is earned.
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus speaks to people who have God as their Father. They are children of God, disciples even.

He tells them in Luke 6:35 

﻿“But ﻿﻿love your enemies, ﻿﻿do good, and ﻿﻿lend, ﻿﻿hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and ﻿﻿you will be sons of the Most High... ﻿﻿Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful”.
One more contrast: Revelation 21:7 and 21:6
﻿“He who overcomes ﻿﻿shall inherit all things, and ﻿﻿I will be his God and he shall be My son”.
He is not referring to all believers but to overcoming believers. He has previously offered the water of life to the thirsty.
﻿﻿“I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts”
The thirsty drink of the water of life and become children of God - This is the initial gift of grace.
The hungry “overcome” i.e. partake of the Word, serve the Lord, inherit a place in the kingdom and become sons of God - This is the end result of grace.
II. His Death Was Made Possible through the Incarnation – 2:11-18
A. The Meaning of the Incarnation: He Became One with Us - 2:11-14a

1. One in sanctification – 2:11a

﻿
“both He who ﻿﻿sanctifies and those who are being sanctified ﻿﻿are all of one”
He sanctifies them, which makes them holy in a definitive and final way.

We are “set apart” and as such we have the same source as Jesus does, the Father.

His is an eternal relationship (past and future). Ours is an eternal relationship (future only)

2. One in family relationship – 2:11b-12a
“He is not ashamed to call them brethren”
We are not poor relatives of which He is ashamed. We have all of the riches in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus. – Ephesians 1:3  
3. One in worship – 2:12b (He quotes a King – David)
In the midst of his persecution at the hands of Saul; in the process, he identifies himself with his people.

“In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You” Psalm 22:22

The writer of Heb. puts the words in Jesus’ mouth. He worships with His people.
4. One in trust – 2:13
Now a prophet supplies the words that describe his trust with His people.

﻿﻿



“I will put My trust in Him.” (Isaiah 8:17)
He has called them brothers; now he calls them His children.
“Here am I and the children whom the Lord has given me!” (Isa. 8:18)
We ﻿﻿are for signs and wonders in Israel. 

Isaiah’s children were named by God as a sign to Israel.
Maher shalal hash baz – “Haste to the spoil”

Shear Jashub – “A remnant shall return”

5. One in nature – (human) 2:14a

“ Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He ﻿﻿Himself likewise shared in the same, 

Same what? Same flesh and blood.
B. The Purpose of the Incarnation – 2:14b-15

1. To “destroy” the Devil – 2:14b

καταργήσῃ - render inoperative.
He had the power of death.
κράτος  - the might of death

not

ἐξουσίαν – right of death
2. To deliver man – 2:15

“and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage”

Men were subjected to Satan through fear of death. They are no longer subject to such slavery. They can face death with the same bravery that their Captain had.

C. The Necessity for the Incarnation – 2:16-18

1. So that He could take on the seed of Abraham – 2:16
“He did not give aid to angels”
This reminds us of where we are in the outline. He is still talking about angels. He did not die for angels.

“He died for Abraham’s seed.”
This line shows the Jewishness of the Epistle. But even Gentile believers can claim to be “seed of Abraham” in a spiritual sense. 
Galatians 3:29

“And ﻿﻿if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s ﻿﻿seed, and ﻿﻿heirs according to the promise”.
2.  So that He could become High Priest – 2:17-18
a. In relation to God – 2:17
A merciful and faithful High Priest, making a propitiation (satisfaction) for sin.

b.  In relation to men – 2:18
1) He intercedes for those who have sinned.
2) Helps those who are being tempted.

He knows temptation since He, Himself, was tempted.

Conclusion: 
